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Box No. I Basis of the report __ 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-9 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-6 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 




inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

D1 : EP-A-0 471 583 (GRACE W R & CO) 1 9 February 1 992 (1 992-02-1 9) 
D2: K. NAKAMOTO ET AL: "Infrared Spectra of Aqueous Solutions. III. 

Ethylenediaminetetraacetic Acid, N-Hydroxyethylethylenediaminetriacetic Acid 
and Diethylenetriaminepentaacetic Acid" J.AM.CHEM.SOC, vol. 85, 1963, 
pages 309-313, XP00226671 3 

1 . Novelty (Article 33(2) EPC): 

1.1 Claimed are 

an aqueous solution comprising a sodium salt of compound (I) (claims 1 and 2); 

a container comprising said solution (claim 3); 

use of said solution (claim 4); 

method for preparing said solution (claims 5 and 6) 

1 .2 D1 can be seen as the closest prior art since alkaline salts of HEDTA and their 
preparation is disclosed. 

The difference between D1 and claim 1 of the present application is 

a) in D1 p. 31 1-312 (section relating to HEDTA) no countercation is specifically 
disclosed 

b) in D1 the specific composition of the HEDTA salts is not disclosed. 
Present claim 1 therefore can be considered novel. 

1 .3 Since the solution of claim 1 is novel, dependent claim 2 as well as the use and 
method claims 4 and 5-6 and the container comprising said solution according to 
claim 3 can be considered novel as well. 

2. Inventive Step (Article 33(3) PCT): 
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2.1 The technical problem is seen in providing an aqueous solution of a HEDTA sodium 
salt with lower viscosity, which does not precipitate at low temperature, can be 
handled in containers at high concentrations and has less corrosive properties than 
the HEDTA salts of the prior art. 

The technical problem is solved by the compounds of the claims as shown in Tables 
Ml in the description. 

D2 discloses the synthesis of alkali salts of HEDTA. 

D1 and D2 do not disclose properties such as viscosity of the HEDTA salts. 
Neither document discloses a relationship between viscosity and other properties of 
the salts and the composition of the salt. 

The subject-matter of present claim 1 then can be considered inventive over D1 and 
D2. 

2.2 Dependent claim 2 as well as the use and method claims 4 and 5-6 as well as the 
container comprising said solution (claim 3) can be considered inventive as well, 
since the solution itself is inventive. 

3. Industrial Applicability (Article 33(4) PCT): 

The subject-matter of claims 1 -6 is industrially applicable. 
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